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Mamber solutions fo mamber probdams

ISSLUE 108 FOLLOW-UP;
JOHN MARTIN'S "34 FORD COUPE

Back in Issue 107, the TDR's Stan Gozzi did a write-up on a
saminar that he attended at the SEMA show that featured sevaral
of the custom car builders, Next, in lssue 108, the TDR's John
Martin gave us sorma further insight info the custom car world with
a look at his "34 Ford Coupe. &s an infroduction o John's artiche
| noted, “Certainly we all want 10 know more aboul the ricks-af
the-frade and how we stack up to al of those done-in-an-hour
ielevision personalites. There is only one of the staff that's had
the apporiunity & play in that league: John Marin.”

& Beoautiful Car

John shared with us some pictures of his car and nobed that il took
“B years and all of his lunch moneay” 10 Buikd the Ford Coupe:

I'm not bashiul io ask a question, “Jehn, how much did you spend
on the Ford Coupe? His answer, “Again, the project took eight
years, So, over that ime i was exactly 318,500 per year (that's a
fatal of $148k). In the and, | guess | could have purchased eight
econo-box, used cars instead of the 34 Ford Coupe, bul what fun
would that have baan?”

John's 34 Coupa,
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Cibviously, thad price number does not include John's “free” labos,
S0, when you look back at Stan's arficle, you realize the price
fags for urn-kay cars that were mantioned by custom car buildes
Tim Strange at the SEMA seminar, “200K to seven figures, with
mast betwaen $250,000-5350,000," wou can see thal John was/
i playing in the big league

John's 34 Coupa,

Hey, I'm nof surprised a the cost of @ restoration or custom car
panild, I've owned a resioralion paogect for over 30 years, a 1974
BRW 3.0CS, (It hurs to say thal) So, like Joha, | iataled-up all o
my receipls. The cost of ownership, per year, is $1500. Not bad.
Wiail, I'm 45K inta the project and it still doesal runddrive? Don't 1ed
the wile, And, the 43K doesn’ inchede rmy “free” labor,

The Editor's 1974 BMW 3.0C5.

Intrigued by the glitz and glamour of SEMA, numerngus automaobile
auctions on television, stores from old and mew Hot Fipd magazines
and the cars of the television celebrites, | asked John to tell the
audience what it ks like 1o “run with the by dogs.”

John sends us the following repodt, “How Money Has Changed
Haot Redding.”
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HOW MOMEY HAS CHANGED HOT RODDING
by Jahin Martin

Background

Modifying cars (hot rodding) to increase thair performance or
mmprove thair appearance really gained traction aftes World War |
when returning mitary couldn't get sufficient excitemant cul of thear
rowling daily jobs. Early issees of Hot Bod magazine (| have issuas
from 1948 forward) spread this hobby from southern California
across the Uniled Statas,

| know Robert is more attuned to sports cars than drag cars, so let
ma add here thal hat rodding cowvarad all areas of parformanca,
mcluding drag racing, land speed racing (Bonnevills, Murac), and
sports car racing. in facl, Max Balchowsky (Boad & Teack = Auguest
2M6) had a Buick-powered homa-made special, which ragularly
ambarrassed axotic Europaan machines. Lance Rewventlow and his
aarly Scarabs ware also road race winning hod rods

Whan | bagan reading Hil Bod, my young mind wanl bersark. |
couldn't wail to get my first car (a 19571 Mercury) when | was 15
s0 | could begn modifying it | ewen gol a job at Wright's garage
50 | could learm abouwl avlo mechanics fram pros. | was heavily
mfluenced by custom cars and drag racing

In the: warly days, there wasn't much of an automotive afiermarket,
50 if you wanbed something different for your car, you had fo scouwr
thie bone yards or fabeicata it yoursell. You would get togethar with
your buddias, hash oull sorme ideas, and Bagan working on your ¢ar,
Hot Agd, Gar Graff (originally called Honkl), and Bod and Cusiom
hirlped immensely with their “how 107 artickes. Gar clubs also gat
you access o marg minds and thoughts

Wihen | finished with that 1951 Merc, iwas Caddy-poweredwatha 37 La
Salle transmission and midly customized. N was the lastest car
argund until the: small block Chewy hif the sireets about 1957 o
1958, Bad, when | fook the Merc to the drags, it wasnl competitive
becaese it was s0 heavy (4150 pounds), and the Caddy didn't
brgathe as well as the small block Chawy,

Drag Racing

In the early ‘G0s auto manufaciurers entered racing with improved
anging dasigns, batber drivelnes, and lighter vehicles. | traded my
Merc for a 1982 Chevy 208, four-spesd with dual quads (like in the
Baach Boys song). My Cadillag engines with mulliple carbs couldn't
make nearty the horsepower that the 409 did, and the ‘62 Chevy
was about 300 pounds lighter than the '51 Merc

In the early ‘B0s it seemed like everyone went drag racing at
the track with their buddses, Drag rating was very grassrools,
50 il you warg going 10 win, pou had 1o do all your awn anging
building and fabrication, By the mid-'80s drag racing (and the
altermarket indwsiry) exploded. Instead of only three or four
carmshall ragrinders, thare ware now a docen. Il you wanbed to
remmain compaditive you had to fry them all (we didn't know much
aboul cam design and specifications), but grassroots guys didn't
have that kind of money

| know it is a furzy photograph, but here is our
67 Chevy Il funny car, “The High and Mighty.

Then the big money guys invaded using professional engine
bwilders and sponsor dollars. Drag racing finally got out of reach of
s hobbyists in 1968 when Torm McEwen signed a rmilion dollar deal
for himazedf and Don Prudhome with Matiel toys. Don Schumacher
wmed daddy's money (and Caddy tow car) bo go racang. Our money
came from oaly winnings, plus $535 per month from Boemler
Chevrolet. Jim Kirby was a mechanic and | was a budding enginesr
at Shell Research. Mike Kausch was an electrician. We had to find
someplace else o play.

‘W were running this Camaro when the “cost of
admission to race” exceeded our modest budget.

That point was really driven home one Monday morning when | had
a breakfast masating for work with a fellow at a four-star hotel. Whils
| was waiting for him to arrive, | sew Kenny Bernstain (Budweiser
King funny car) come out of the front entrance in 8 nice jogging
suit for & little run. We couldnt even consider staying in such & nice
place, espacially afier the races were over. ¥We usually sleptina
sleeper we had built for the truck. Time to go elsewhera.
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Car Shows, Anyona?

The car show circuit was slill pretty grass roots, 5o | headed there,
This was a great mova because you could win awards with a car
yau had built with limited fwnds. You had professional builders
[Barris, @le.) building machines for rich guys, and Hallywood
movies, but there weren't very many of those types of cars around
i the Midwest,

However, il didnl take long before the mdoor car shows got 50
compalifive thal the judges bagan faking the easy way oul, Insiead
of judging the number of modifications, creativily. or innovation,
thay bagan 1o axaming cars for faults or mistakes, Contendars for
prisstigious awards ke the Ridler at the Dedroil Autorama had 1o
b beautiful, plus they had to have zero Raws

Hara is an exarmgle; all screw head slots in a pigce must be lined
up in the same dirgction. Cars arg whealad inla the arga with tires
that are aither wrappead in plastic or they pul the “show-fires™ and
wheaals an the car alter it was in the display. | was beaten once
by a ‘57 Chevy which had only four miles on the cdomeder from
baing mowed 10 and from the trale. It had a chrome drivashaft and
keather upholstery replacing the floor carpet and Erunk ines, Really,
leather on the locs, now that's practical

At thie 2018 Amalia lsland Concaurs avant this 1976 Porsche 915,
owned by Jerry Seinfeld, was on display. Absolutely beautiful.

The bodywork and stainlessimesh vent covers wene works of art.
Feally. absolutely beautiful. The Al event isn'l the =ame as
a Ridler or HSRA ghow, and it is okay that flat head screws
on the vent cover aren't aligned. Hey, it i=s a race car.
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Oince again the big money and professional shops had laken over
the sport, | is very difficult to examine 100 cars and compane all
thair laws. It's much easier to give the big awards to professional
baslders who show organizers know will always display quality cars
and advartise in their publications, So giving awards became mora
subjective: than objective. The anly iron-clad objective rule | noticed
wias that the car had 1o start and run under its own powar, This was
a reaction o the many show vahicles which ware displayed in the
B0s even though they weren't operable

With subpectivity also comas celebrity. | was al the Debroil Awlorama
n 2008 when Joe Gibbs' wife's car won a “Great &7 Joe 5 a very
mica parson and was coach of the Washinglon Redskins and the
owner of Joe Gibbs Racing, The Great B are the finalists for the
Ridler award. The car was wery nice, but i wasn'l a contender. 5o
Joa god a Great 8 over some mong desarving cars mangly bacauss
ol his gelabrity,

When the Mational Streel Bod Association (NSRA&) and the
Goodguys association bagan promoting cwldoor car shows, thay
made it a podnt o judge only cars built by professsonal builders
Othier cars wera “picked,” not judged, because they had leatures
which impressed the officials. The atmosphere was much more
relaxed, and the amphasis was more on social aclivities. Both
arganizations were immediata hits. Al one lirme tha N5RA had oves
14,000 cars at thair Nationals

Celebrity Builders

Howawer, the protessional bulders, many who had TV shows (Boyd
Coddinglon, Ghip Foose, elc.), cominced rich guys to hawe tham
bkl cars for the ouidoos shows, 11 bagan o ged ridicubous again,
| was biatlan by a car which was beauliful (and i was leatwied in
a magazina) but it had na op. No top whatsooar! | was baaben
ol At anather mesed by a car whach cost 1.2 million dallars to build,
Bt it would overheal aftes traealing just a few hundrad yards. My
favarite was a car which was deamed betber than ming in the “Hot
Rod of the Year Compadition.” The car was transporbed all the way
fram Caldormia to Mashvile, When il came time for the road tour
portion, the cwner couldn’ close his own hood. He had to call the
Basilder over to do it 'd say that the rophy be took homs had an
axpaEnsve price tag.

The new “picks” are wsually made 10 keep cebebrity builders, who
advertisa wilh the associalions, happy. Both associations are really
thankful for their advertising dollars. Don't misunderstand, these
cars have superb fit and finish, They are painled monochromatic
colors 50 they can be repainfed and buffed endless times, Doos
and hood gaps are perfect (see TDR 108) and innovation is ofben
SEan in appearancs items, One of my competitoes spant 320,000
on four, CNC machined, billel whaels. Thay ware beautiful, bul
F20K for wheels—nol me! | can't afford i

They were beautiful,
but 520K for wheels—not me!
4 can't afford ir.
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So, as a generalization, the big money guys with no mechanical
skills and professional builders have relegated old John o the
sidalines. Don't get me wrong: I'm not complaining. I've had a
great ride! |'ve had my cars feabured in about & dozen magazines
(ncluding one from Canada and one from Australia). as well as
the Goodguys website. One car was on both Car Crazy and by
Clazsic Car. I've received five Goodguys Picks, and most people
are happy to gef just one. Thank you very much, evaryone

But tha wery thing that pigqued my interast in hot rodding oniginally,
grass roots creativity and innovation, is baing pushed aside. | hate
1o see that innowative spirit die. Only rat rodders and Pro Mod
drag racers are now innowators, and | can't do aither. | don't like
wnfinished cars, and I'm not about to piss away the “family forbune”
racing again. |'ll just contimue to go to the drags and car shows as
an interested spactator. H's now up to you TDR readers to camy
the bannear for the grassroots builder: you're the only ones bkeft! And
pickup trucks are haot right now!

John Martin
TDR Writer

So, there you have if, 8 look behind the scenes at the bigger,
media event fype car shows. And, to think back one short
year ago we had our very own Turbo Diesel truck show at
Cummins. No fanfare, no awards: just a great gathering of TDR
memibxers exchanging ideas and observing the creativity and
craftsmanship of other owmers. Thanks, Members,

Herg are some phofos from last year.
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